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SURAH AAL-IMRAN 3:59 · 29 OCT 2026

Adam and Isa: six parallels, and both named 25 times.

يَكُونُ فَ هُ كُن  لَ قَالَ  مَّ  رَابٍ ثُ تُ هُ مِن  لَقَ مَۖ  خَ ثَلِ آدَ مَ كَ هِ   لَّ سَىٰ عِندَ ال ثَلَ عِي مَ نَّ  إِ
"Indeed, the example of Isa with Allah is like the example of Adam. He created him from dust, then said to him 'Be',
and he was."
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The six parallels, verse by verse

# ADAM ISA VERSES

1 رَابٍ تُ هُ مِن  لَقَ خَ
Created from dust, no father or mother

شَرٌ بَ نِي  مْسَسْ يَ لَمْ  وَ
Born to Maryam, no father

3:59

3:47

2 يَكُونُ فَ كُن 
"Be", and he was

يَكُونُ فَ كُن 
"Be", and he was

3:59

19:35

3 وحِي هِ مِن رُّ فِي تُ  نَفَخْ وَ
"I breathed into him of My spirit"

نَا  وحِ هَا مِن رُّ فِي نَا   نَفَخْ فَ
"We breathed into her of Our spirit"

15:29

21:91

4 مَاتٍ لِ هِ كَ بِّ   مُ مِن رَّ ىٰ آدَ لَقَّ تَ فَ
Received words from his Lord

هُ نْ مِّ مَةٍ  لِ بِكَ
A word from Allah

2:37

3:45

5 بِطُوا نَا اهْ لْ قُ وَ
Told to go down from the Garden

هِ يْ لَ  هُ إِ  لَّ هُ ال عَ فَ  بَل رَّ
Raised up to Allah

2:36

4:158

6 مِّن طِينٍ شَرًا  بَ لِقٌ  نِّي خَا  إِ
Shaped from clay, then breathed into

رًا يْ  يَكُونُ طَ فَ هِ  فِي نفُخُ  فَأَ
Shaped a clay bird, breathed into it, by Allah's permission

38:71

3:49

Even the count matches

Adam is named 25 times in the Quran. Isa is named 25 times. The only verse where the two names stand together

is 3:59, the verse that compares them.

Why the verse came down

The tafsir scholars say 3:59 answered a Christian delegation from Najran. Their argument: Isa had no father, so

he must be the son of God.

The reply is one name, Adam. He had no father and no mother, and no one calls him God. Isa's miraculous birth

shows the power of the One who said "Kun", Be. It says nothing of divinity. Both were created. Both were servants

and prophets of Allah, peace be upon them.

Read further

Surah Aal-Imran 3:33 to 3:63: the family of Imran, the birth of Maryam, the news given to her, Isa's miracles, and

the Najran exchange ending in the mubahala.
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